
 
 

 
Private colleges are Diverse 

Private college enrollment reflects the racial diversity of the nation 
itself...and our commitment to that diversity is strong.1 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Private college minority student enrollment growth has outpaced 
total enrollment over the last decade2 

   

 



 
 

 

The number of private colleges whose minority student enrollment 
represents 1/3 or more of their total enrollment has increased by 

almost 30% in the last ten years3  

 

 

 

 

 

Private colleges are Affordable 

Private colleges award billions in institutional grant aid annually — 
substantially more than that awarded from public sources...1 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

...which means the majority of private college undergraduates 
receive grant aid...2 

 

 

 

...so the average net price of attendance at a private college is only a 
little more than $20,000.3 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 
In fact, over two-thirds of private college undergraduates are paying 

an average of $30,000 or less in tuition and fees.4 

 

 

 

 

 

Private colleges are about Opportunity 

 

More Pell Grant students are choosing private colleges 1 

 



 
 
 

The average institutional need-based grant award is more than 2.5 

times the average Pell Grant award, and over 3 times the average 
state need-based grant award 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students with family income levels less than $50,000 comprise half 

of all enrolled students 3 

 

  
 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Private colleges are Personal 

 

The ratio of students to faculty members is low at  
private colleges....1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

...which means smaller classes and more personalized attention...2 

 

  
 
 

  



 
 

 

...leading to greater student satisfaction3 

 
 

 

 

 

Private colleges are Flexible  

Private colleges embrace non-traditional learning pathways1 

 
More than half of all private colleges offer distance learning opportunities –  

a 73% increase in just the last 10 years 

 

 

  
 

 



 
 

 

The traditional campus classroom experience is changing too2 

 

 
Forty-one percent of private institutions offer on-campus classes during the 

weekend and evening hours... 

 

...that represents an increase of over 500 institutions since 2003 

 

Private institutions award credit for demonstrated competencies3 

 

 
 

Percentage of private, nonprofit institutions that award credit for  
knowledge earned elsewhere.  

 
 

 
 

And over half provide students with opportunities to study abroad4 



 
 

 

Private colleges are Successful 

The vast majority of bachelor degree recipients earn 
their degree on time....1 

 

 

 

 

 

....giving graduates a head start on their careers....2  

National earnings distribution of 25-34 year olds with a bachelor’s degree 

 

 



 
 

....which saves both time and money....3 

 

 



 
 

 

Private colleges care about student Debt 

Between 2008-09 and 2012-13, the percent increase in bachelor 
degree recipient debt at private colleges has been almost half that of 

public colleges...1 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

…which means the average loan debt of a bachelor degree recipient 
from a private college is becoming comparable to that of a public 

college.2 

 

 



 
 

 

And for young adults with a bachelor’s degree or higher, student 

loan debt payments represent – on average - less than 4% of their 
total income.3 

 

 

Further, loan default rates for private college students are the 
lowest among peer institutions.4 

 

 
 

All in all, over three-quarters of college graduates state that their 
education has already paid off or will pay off in the future, and the 

vast majority also report satisfaction with their financial situation.5 

 

 
 



 
 

 

A college education is a great 
Investment 

Despite dropping slightly in the aftermath of the Great Recession, 
the value of a bachelor’s degree remains near its all-time high...1 

 

 

 

 

...while the years it takes to recoup the cost of a bachelor’s degree 
remains near its all-time low...2 

 

 



 
 

 

...and the likelihood of being unemployed is much lower than for 

peers that did not complete a bachelor’s degree.3 

 

 

 

 
Not only are lower levels of unemployment associated with 

increased levels of educational attainment, but expected lifetime 
earnings increase substantially as well.4 

 

 

 



 
 

A College education benefits Everyone  

Bachelor degree graduates from the bottom income quartiles are 
more upwardly mobile, and those from the highest income quartiles 

are less likely to fall...1 

 

 

 

…which makes future participation in social programs far less 
likely…2 

 



 
 

 

Higher levels of education also correlate to healthier lifestyle habits.  
College graduates exercise more and have lower rates of obesity and 

smoking.3 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

About private colleges 

There are more than 1700 degree-granting, Title IV, private 

nonprofit colleges and universities in the United States1 

                  

 
 

Private colleges are located in a variety of settings2 

                                         

                                                         

 



 
 

Private institutions address a wide range of education interests, 

values and goals3 

 

 

 ____________________  
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